Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 TOKYO 19312 160425Z 
ACTION EB-08 

INFO OCT-01 EA-10 ISO-OO STR-05 DOTE-OO COME-OO EPA-01 
CEQ-01 OES-07 TRSE-00 L-03 /036 W 

067028 161526Z/43 

R 160345Z DEC 77 
FM AMEMBASSY TOKYO 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 361 1 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE TOKYO 19312 

E.O.l 1652: N/A 
TAGS: ETRD, IA 
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REF: STATE 294992 

1 . SUMMARY: MOT ASSURES US THEY OFTEN DEAL DIRECTLY WITH 

U.S. MANUFACTURERS AND THAT EMBASSY LETTER IS ONE TIME REQUEST 
TO ASSIST THEM IN OBTAINING BUDGET FUNDS. TYPE APPROVALS 
OF '78 FORD MODELS ARE COMPLETE; CHRYSLER AND GM HOME TO 
HAVE HALF THEIR MODELS CERTIFIED BY CHRISTMAS WITH REMAINING 
CERTIFICATIONS COMPLETED BY END FEBRUARY. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON DEC 14 EMBOFF GAVE MOT OFFICIALS LETTER SIGNED 

BY EMIN BUTTON CONFIRMING U.S. AUTO MANUFACTURERS REQUEST 
THAT APPROVAL TESTS OF 1989 MODELS BE CONDUCTED IN U.S. 

NEXT SUMMER. WE MENTIONED, PER PARA 4 REFTEL, OUR CONCERN 
OVER THE SEEMING CONTINUED NEED FOR EMBASSY OR OTHER 
ENTITY GO-BETWEEN MOT AND U.S. MANUFACTURERS. 

DEP DIR HORIGOME ASSURED US THAT EMBASSY LETTER WAS 
A ONE-TIME REQUEST DESIGNED TO HELP MOT OBTAIN 
NECESSARY BUDGET FUNDS FOR STATESIDE INSPECTIONS FROM 
MOF. HE INDICATED MOT OFTEN DEALS DIRECTLY WITH 
MANUFACTURERS AND CITED RECENT CALL OF FORD VP 
MCLAUGHLIN ON BUR DIR GEN NAKAMURA AS AN EXAMPLE. 
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3. MOT SAID THAT IT HAD ALREADY BROACHED ITS NEED 
FOR ADDITIONAL BUDGET TO THE MOF PRIOR TO RECEIPT OF 
MUMA LETTERS. HOWEVER LETTERS SERVED TO RECONFIRM 
MOT'S OWN ESTIMATE OF AMOUNT OF TIME AND MONEY 
THAT WOULD BE REQUIRED FOR STATESIDE INSPECTIONS, 
AND WAS HELPFUL TO THE MOT IN THIS RESPECT. 
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JAPANESE AUTOMOBILE EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION IS, 
APPARENTLY, NAME OF WASHINGTON OFFICE OF MAJA WHICH 
HAS BEEN A VALUABLE, IN SELF-INTERESTED, ALLY IN 
PURSUING EASIER ACCESS TO JAPAN FOR IMPORTED VEHICLES. 

4. WE HAVE SPOKEN TO THE THREE MANUFACTURERS HERE 

TO ASCERTAIN THE STATUS OF CERTIFICATIONS ON THE 

78 MODELS. FORD REPORTS ALL 24 MODELS CERTIFIED 

AND READY FOR SALE; CHRYSLER HOPES TO HAVE EIGHT 

OF ITS 13 78 MODELS APPROVED BY END DECEMBER 

AND GM BELIEVES THAT HALF (25) OF ITS 78 MODELS 

WILL BE CLEARED BY CHRISTMAS. SOME GM AND CHRYSLER 

MODELS ARE YET TO BE SUBMITTED TO MOT AND CERTIFICATIONS 

SHOULD BE COMPLETED BY END FEBRUARY. 

MANSFIELD 
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